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CHAIRMAN's FINALE'

t is now almost 2 years since [ wrote to you in eur first Newsletter and
since then we- have clearly developed into a major Salling Dinghy
Association and with the numbers of Miracles about to exceed 2000 there
is no doubt that we are going to go on from strength to strength,

As for the progress of our activities this is very much a 'Good News' and
"Bad News' situation but I believe Mainly Good News. During the past

2 years our numbers have grown to proportions which are the envy o
many long established classes and to gain "membership of the 30 plus
club at our First Mational Championship of the Class is, | believe a
record achievement. Another report in this issue gives news of another
highly successful London Dinghy Exhibition where the Miracle Class was
one of the Star attractions.

However our successes must be used as.a means to overcoms our
shortcomings and out of our substantial ranks there must be many mempers
with special abilities and a little time to spare which could help to
svercome some of our problems. In particular we must find new

_Editorial Tallents for both our Newsletter and for the long promised but
yet to appear Year Book, Barry Livingstone has done an excellent job

as Newsletter Editor and I am sure that you would wish to join me in
sincere thanks for all his efforts but due to changes in work committments
he %Ww relinquish this post. COULD YQU BE THE ONE TO FILL
THIS VACANCY.

Other adtivities well worth some extra effort are The Organisation of

Cruising activities; Production of a Guide to Measurers, Qrganisation of
Supplies of Special Miracle goodies such as T Shirts, Car Stickers etc.

If you have any additional ideas for ways to improve the services of our
Association and particylarly if you feel you can spare a little time to
contribute in a practical way why not contact our Secretary Peter Nunn
or any Committee Member.,

Finally, I believe that the time has come when our Association would
benetit from a new lead from the "Chair" and with this in mind coupled
with the very heavy demands on my time at present I shall vacate the
post of chairman after the forthcoming A.G.M. and will look forward to
joining you in supperting our new chairman and committee in the future
development of our Association.

I thank you all for the support which you have given to me during the past
2 years and look forward to seeing many of you at the A.G.M. and at the
1977 MNational Championships at Eastbourne.
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1977 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHTFS - EXTRAL

With the sailing sesscn now well under way, thoughts tuwrn to the various cpen meetings and chasplonships which featurs
in the Mirasle sailing calendar and the chance to see how your boat really goes against some of the top boya.

The highlight of the season's events, howsver, is the National Charpionship and after the success of last year's
very firat Hatiomals at Datchet, one hopes that this year's event will be even bigger and better. .Supporting this
view is the ever increasing interest in the Mirscle and its expansion as a class and the cholce of venue which
boats mome of the finest open sea asafling ea the South Coast,

These ownera who have sent in their entry will hawe received warioum items of inforsation which will help them decide
whare to stay, either for the four days of the Chaspicmship, or for the whole week. Most of you should alss by mow
be receiving & copy of the eailing inetructions, which incidentnlly, are drewn up by the Soversign Smiling Club,

A oouple of points from these instructions which some might' feel need clarification is ths requirement te carey as
apchor and a paddles This is a club safety rule which appliea to - all membera and guests of the club and is

strictly enforced at all times. A puiteble anchor weighs about 2 lbe and an sdeguate length of warp is 30 petras,
The basic requirement, of course, is to Anchor the boat &t sea to a sea bed predominantly samdy, in the event of
sonn mishap temporarily imnobiliging your ability to eail. With a tide running at about four knots, it is

sssential to remain as close to the sailing area ms possible. The paddle needs to be of no specific type, tut a
surprising nugber of boats did not have one at Dotchet last year when the first race had to -be abandoned throogh
lack of wind. All sorta of means were being used fo propel boats back to base, Imapine a gpisilar situation m couple

of miles out to ceal

A fact which is little known about Epstbourne as a resort is that it constantly tops the sunshine leagus. Mors than
350 weather mtations all round the country take part in the sunshine league and last year Easthourne agaim raced te

wictory beating Shanklin with a fabuloua 1,507 hours of sunshine.

Apparently the reason for this remarkable phenomenon is that the Soutk Dewna, which dosinate the west side of the
town, form a photective barrier and break up adverse weather moving up the coast with the prewailing south-westerly

alretrean.

Eastbourne enjoye & fine reputation as a holiday centre, and not, as is popularly thoupght, & haven for the elderly.
The ismmge of the town ham changed considerably over the past few years, with a yredominantly younger population
beginning to eppears It is known as the Empress of Watering Flaces, has lemg been femous for ite wide proasnades,
epacicus boulevards, pure air and unhurried atwmosphere. Indeed, an elegant town.

Entertainment is wide and varied with top internatiomal stars appearing regularly at the supurb Conpress Theatras,
Cther theatres also add to the variety of entertainment available and a hest of cluba which can be enjoyed until

the early hours.

Imdil.t-alg adjacent to the Sovereipn Club is the children's Tressure Island play centre - the kiddies will enjoy
many carefres hours here.

Alpo close by are several mmicipal car parks - and & word of warning here. The car parks are repularly patrolled
by uniformed officials, so please be sure te cbtain and display the required parking ticket - otherwide you will
end up with one costing such morel

On arrival at the Seiling Club yeu will be met by either o Miracle Asscciation member or a member of the Sailing
Club, when you will be provided with a cowpetitors sticker and a printed shest or booklet which will explain where

you can park your boat, details of the Club facilities, etc.

Severnl different dates ms to when the Cherpionships are being held have appeared at various times, The dates are
Thursday Bth August to Sunday 7th August., The prograsme has been desismed to allow the bulk of the racing to take
place at the weekend, just in case mome of you cannot make it on Thureday or Friday,'but please note that one race
on either Thursday or FPriday to qualify as there will anly be one discard allowed.

HOW TO GET THERET?

Sowersign Sailing Club is situated in the reference square K.711 on the map at the back of the becklet "Where to stay
in Eastbourne”. The larger sap provides greater detail,

Wey at the Sovereign Sailing Club sincerely hope yeu enjoy & very heppy week - Jood Luek! Good Sailingl

Finally, you might be interssted to note that the Soversign Sailing Club Regatta, which has a Miracle Clasa Trophy,
is being held on Saturday 25th and 26th June 1977, The first race is on Saturday at 2.30.ps. and rasing on Suedey
starta at 11,00,am,

ERIC FAT,
SOVERETGN SATLING CLUB MIRACIE CLASS CAPTAIN,

ROTE FOR THE NATICHALS

I'm sure that many of you will be locking forward to travelling to Eastbourne scon for the Watiomals, lets hops the
weather picks up m littlel There are two points I would like to male about the Wationals this year, the first being
abeut your bomt, Despite having & measurement certificate, I have seen Miracles up and down the country sporting
illegal fittinge, illegal sails, bits added on and bits shaved off, Your Mirscle must be completely standard as per
the building instructicne, BOTHING ADDED, NOTHING TAKEN AWAY (to guote a well-known breskfost cerenl) exaspt as
detailed im the Rules of Measuresent and Constructiem including the additions adepted at the 1976 Anmu eral
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Meeting. Any deviants may face disguaiifi-ztien unless the beat is brought back inte line and I would hate anyons
to be disappointed in this way.
The mecond point regarde behaviour om the water. T.Y.2.0. Fules will be mtrictly adhered to, resssber the Eace

Committes has the right to disqualify witheut protest sny bost it eees infringing & rule if that boat doss not
exhcpnepate itoelf. So gpet a copy of the racing rules and make sure you know them,

These points should epsure that the Hationals are as fair as possible to everyome; I lock forward to seeing you
thers,

Smith & Gibbs Yacht Chandler
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A NOTE FROM THE MIRACLE CLASS ASSOCTATION STORRTARY

To anoble the Club to plon the Nationals it is essentisl that smyene wishisg te enter sheuld complete the snclosed
entry form and gpend it to the (flub es soon as poseible.

I am surs sveryone that cosez will have a thorsughly epjoyable time as all Miracle owhers are very friendly and cam
offer help and mdwice to each other. Although the event is the National Championshipe, the sccial programme is also

well worth comlng fer.

London Dingh)/ Exhibition

sehofont s iy i i

On ‘the weekend -of “18%h dsd T9th Mareh the London Dinghy Exhibition was. beld for the seeond year st the Pickets Lock
Sporta Centre and WAS AR eNOTOOWS SUCCEsSS. The Miracle Association bad a stand in the Jack Holt hall and twoe hoats

were on exhibition.

L

The Committee would like to thank sll those memberz who actively helped ¢n . the mtand, Bell Woodworking Conpany were

aleo invited to exhibit in the do-it-vourself section. Barry Read, who invented the slot and tab method had his own

kit there which he provided to construst and complete in the two daye thet the exhibition was on. Enoreocus crowls

were attracted to the bullding of the Wiracle and Ba:rry was helﬂ up :m a-um nn:u;aa:lnna with having to anewer many

questions. Gy i o ¢ i
Db b ¢ Ly § 3 “1.'\1 Ha ::

Omee agein, =any thanks to all those uhn att.ended Ehe ﬂm&txm um! mmww?umld FOE BOmE 6w !'a:ea at next year's ]
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f BOAT GEAR

RBaaconsiields

MIRACLE TRAIIER Ga

MIRACLE LAUNCHING TROLLEY Galva

£ICKING STRAP EIT With Rope,
3 to 1 ratio Mechanical

MATNSAIL OUTHAUL EIT With Rope

Bucks-

naterials or in

Superior guality covers made by craftcme
£ht Canvas or
triangle tabs with eyes

extra heavy wel
Fitted with draw cord and toggles plus

WHERE MIRACLES COME
iEERE MIRACGLES

T R e S A —
wvHERE MIRACLES COME FIRST

FIRST
coME FIRST

WHERE MIRACIES COME FIRST

for under hull lashings.

© 100z, F.V,C/Nylon

16 o0z, P.V.C./Hylon (Elue)
120z, Rotproofed Canvas
140z, Rotproofed Canvas

Carriage charge f

n in atandard ﬁeight

P.V.C./Nylon,

. haset & Mast up Flain Flat
Boom=up oOvVer Fliat Cover Towing Cover
(Blue) = 232.33" E19.07 = -5-1'5._763 '
228,08 g2h 62 2% ,62
£27 bl £25.37 g2k 15
32,08 £29.70 £28.,51

or all covers £1,50 each.

Tor Hull, Keel and
h gtud Fneumatic

1vanised sguare tube steel

Fubber Suspension and Dubber Mudguards.
Price (including Mainland Delivery)

Price with 275mm solid cushion tyres

TERS To provide for adjustment

SHROUD ADJUS

SHROUDS

FORESTAY

JIBSHEET CAMCLEAT

(Hote: Shroud
In 2,5 mm. Stainle

with 350mm pneumatic tyres
Jambing Block and Single Block to give

idvantage

, Alloy Track to fit round boom, Slide
and End Block plus ¢lameleat and all serews = -

of last BRake -

11% long
11" long

g Must be 12!
gg Steel 12!

in 2,5 mm, Stainless Steel 127 8" long

SELF BAILERS Elvstrom Super Min

Elvstrom Super
(Both Elvstrom

Holt Golden Bailer

Bail

s HA 4777 with Alloy Jaws
A BO77 with Acetyl Jaws

i 4in Stainleas Steel

Medium in Stainless Steel
flap}-

lers have Hon-return

_in plastic with 5.5

Top quality Racing 3ails at competitive

wExH

HOLT

LR

BRUCE BANKS

Unbias=ad Advice and personal service to
« W B B ¥

to changes 1

v,A,T. and Carriage for U
in the above prices excep

For further

details of the above and ot

s & ® & ¥ *

Note:= All prices are correct at time o
n prices from our suppliers.

}lease Send Stamp to -
B.G. BOAT GTAR

58, Seeleys Road,
BEACONSFIELD

Iuckes

'_______.__._p.—l—-—-—

286,75

nised Steel with Padded Adjustable Supporis

- 52845“

55.10

D352

if adjusters fitted.)
£2,00
F£7,00
ol 50
2245
- - .,'_.:. ":'-l'_. 50
£1.50

snard o £

terms by
DOLFHIN

ansure gatisfaction.

T d

f printing but ar:z sub

K., Mainland are jneluded
t for Covers which ar

her items

Tel: O49 46 2689

frame with adjustable padding
Bow plus ad justable Mast Support and Handles, °
wheals on Sealed Bearings with Independant

£33.00

51 - 66 PFJ H

i
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T
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SCUTHERH AHEA CHAMPIONSRIFS s

The firat Miracle Southern Area Chaspionships were held at Bognor Regie Yacht Club over the weckend of bth and Sth
June, The mixteen entrasts included Hational Chemplen Derck Brore, lagt yeara top Natiomals teenager Robert Cage, and
several other lesdimg helmemsr from the class; each logked forward to B competitive two days racing.

The practice race wes held after the light shifty wind had settled into a fairly stesdy force 3 and coon Derek Heers
and Rohert Cage wers fighting it sut elesr of the fleat, Lending the bunch came Erie Kay in "Satin Dell”, F. Sowien
in "Tik-Tak" and Faul Barrett in "Clouds®, FHobert Cage won comfortably in his new and radieally thought out boat
Upppoipitated”, Dersl Beere wos second and F. Sowden third, 3

The wind freshened a little for the Firat pointa race. Panl Barrett slotted "Clouds™ into the aaly cpace available
on port tack at the Committes Boat end of the line leaving a few incidenats behind. "Tik-Tak" made aloost as good &
start and arrived firat at the windward park, commanding o good lead down the pext reachea. ''Jo Dot Dare* (A, Bpown)
was smapping at the hesls of "Cloods" and gradually Derek Beers and Eobert Cape soved up ta the froat. EBohert Cage
took the lead, Paul Barrett apd P. Sowden were having a good fight wp the lsst beat with f. Brown keeping olose
touch. Results were, Hobert Cage 1st, Derek Beers 2nd, P, Sowdesn 3rd, Paul Barrett L4th, A. Brown Sth.

The revellsrs from Saturdey might's excellent disco were somewhat dissayed to find a healthy farce 5.6 and ovorcast
oky on Sunday sorning, A fow did oot make the start, & few more gave up just after the start, a few core cepsized,
one heln elipped and his knee atove irn a side buoymncy tack, acd owly thiree finishedl

Eghert Cege sajled fres up the beats snd coutiously downwled in an impressive following zea, behind him Derek Desrs
and Pasl Barrett were fighting it out, Derek's kicker broke after o gybe and he capaized, not recoverdng before the
ord of the rase, Pasl stormsd home cecond, and after a leng gap, Peter Suttom in "Elearia" survived to take third
place, The wind hed increased and the breskers were building up so althsugh five boats prepared to leunch, the
de¢inion not to sall the lapt rece wan made by the compstitors.

Hesultm:-

1. "Precipitated” Robert Cage/lindeey Huggins, Worthing Yacht Club
" 2o "Clouds" Paul/3111 Berrett, Blue Circle Sailing Club
%, "Elcarim™ Petor/A. Sutton, Esso (Fawley) Sailing Club

FULL FESULTS OF MIRACLE SOUTHEEN AREA CHAMFICNSIIFS 1977

Boat Ho. Hels Club Emce

Pras. 1 2 3 O/
1555 R. Cage Worthing Yacht Club 1 1 1 D 1
736 P, Barrett Hlue Cirele Sailing Club g L 2 2w 2
657 F. Sutton Easo Seiling Club R 7 3 w3
36 Dia Beere L 2 e B ™ L]
g3 F, Sowlen I.7.0.T.0, 3 FoOR ML
patit) As Browm Sukton Bingham g 5 | ™ &
15 E. Jonam I.C.I. Slough 1t & R " 7
12k 5, Fimcher T.C,I. Sloagh 1o 8 g ® 8
gzs T. Morse Zutton Bingham ? . B W 9
351 J. Ewingewsod I.B.C.X.E. 5 G B ® 16
170 E, Hay Bovereign Sailing Tlub 4 R b H
875 Groy N.B.E.B.5.C. 5 R D W
115k K, Horris Frun 12 B3 p "
175 Goldsack 2.0.0.T.C, B R p o
322 Hay - = = M
g Ecclestons ) Paghas Tacht Club - - m W

B = Retirad D5 = Diequalified It = Did Ret Sail



» e e+  HINTSANDTIPS * ** ** HINTSANDTIPS  ° * ¢ " 7 {iRTSAND TIPS ¢ ¢ " ""HIN

B T e T i 3 e ¥ AL S — i ——

+

EEAVY WEATHTR SAILING - Scienee or Art = by Stephen Oray HM 123

Why is it Ehat when the wind pipes up sooe guys start to really tank along whilst all that others can manage is to
struggle for survival? Why is it that by the time that yoo &nd & few others are just manaring to cross the line the
palect few have already packed up their boats apd are starting their second drirk at the bar? How come that they
can enjoy the 'Apres-sail’ whilst you are eo tired that it's a strugple te even raise your rizht ara?

If you identify with these guestioos then read on becanse I am going te try to apswer at leact some of them.

I think it will he bBest to base o dicoussion on heavy weather ssiling sround an Olyspic type course as it is hers that
most compatitive sailing in heavy weather takes plece and all the main poiots of sailing are covered.

In my modest opinion three worde &re most esmential = OCONFIDENCE im your own competance, FITRESS to stick out
those mile long legs (Mo, not your's, the course) and most impertent whatever the weakther you come up ageinst you
mugt be able to sail FAST, Mere purvival is not ensugh. But, how do we trensform survival into slick heawy
weather perlormance?

First practice makes perfect so, for a start how about pettimg out at every poseitle opportunity even if this means
aailing single handed, possibly with just the mminsail up, im force b plus. 3et wourself a lomg beat, & couple of
reaches ineluding a gybe, then SAIL, 3aIL, 8SAIL. There is one vrime facter which turns heavy weather performance

inte suecess and that is Y00 - met so much where you steer hut where you yut rour hody, Zwen n pine stone weed Jike
me can effestively Hike and Hike hard but this needs long and comfortohle Trestraps with redding to protect the feet
snd posmibly padding alss at the hack of the legs. This applies to hath helm and crew, In Hiking %o the extrems

the crew will nermally tale the more extrere position hanging out to a position parallel te the water and with the
halm almost, but net wuite, thers ms well in order fn retain forwerd visibility. Sure it burts are first bot then T
alweys was & bit of o masochist amd the more you rractice “he Fittsr you berone.

5o now you cen Hike hard let's sail of f on our Olympie csurse after first making rure that cur spile are properly
aet up for heavy weather. Torrect Sail Setting ie essential for hoth survival and perfersance. firat the Hainsail
should he pulled up very hard by the tack downhoul until the sail is touching the boom. The clew of the sail

gheuld sleo he pulled cut hard slmost to the balek band ueing an adjusteble clew outhaul with a eliding track. Fext,
and posnibly mest importent the Hicking Strap should ke very tight otherwise on sheeting out the boom rises rather
than pivots and consequently deive is lost, co have a 3 to 1 ratie purchase Eicker by having the jamhing device
hanging from the beom and pull down hard until the boom starts to bead. The mast will alse teke ap & bend of 5 to &
inches even tefore you set off. Forget the mainsheet tension as thie should enly be uerd to adjust the anrle of

the boom &6 the cemtreline and not to bend the mast.

Ac far sz the jib iz concerned this should ales be pulled uwp wery tizhily on & wire halliard by first letting of the
tise st the tack then pulling the jib up until the tack iz & few inches Aabove the forestay eye then, after cleating
off the Jib Halliard retve the jib teck pulling this down hard wntil it teuches the cye on the boat.

S0, we'lve practiced Hiking 'till it hurts, &¢t our bost up correctly for heavy wealker ard are off up the windward
leg. Don't pinch unless escential and keep the boat driving hard. Tacking chould not be too hurried as speed will
come in time, much more important im & smooth flowing operation and with experience and practiee Rell Tacking, at
least in emooth water, will be found to be possible &nd helps to maintain speed throuph the water.

At the weather mark bear off cnrahj]_ly Hiking hard for a while until the= =ails are sheoted aut curréet,ly. Cm the
reach, POW YO START TC W0EK. Even in flattish water dom't just sit there - gsusts ape hifting you all the time and
ghould he used to your advantage, If the reach is broad get your ¢rew down to leeward with eves plued to the Jib
playing this in and out te take full sdvantmge of every wind chenge. (Tell Tails fixed a few inches back from the
Jib Luff are a majer benefit for sdjusting the set of the jiband these rhould he kept streaming back close ko the sadl
on both sidesl. Helm should be sitbing up to weather and moving constantly to keerp the boat trirmed and flat but when
a pust hitz bear off, heel ths boat to windward a liztle ard draw in the mainphest aharply all ot the eeme time to
meke maximum use of the extra wind and te start the boat plaminpg. When the pust eases Iuff up gently to meintein the
pinne as lomp as possibles Even when planing flat out the rusts still come so keep bearing awary and luffing up as

the wind comes and poes to maintnin maximen speed over the water.

How for the dybe, Here more than snything rractice sakes perfect. Hemember Paul =lvstrom whe vsed to go out to
practice prbes in his Finn en days wien the wind was too strong for racing = why not? It's only water and wou can
only get wet, (HNotei- this suggestion is only sericus im the sontext of suitable water for safe sailing im wery
heavy wind, i.e., inland waters or safe estuaries and when the weter is relatively warmis The most important thing
to remember sbout rybing is that you munt be in the centre of your boat at the exact moment that the boom crosses
the eentreline and then be imstantly ready to leap up on to the weather gunwhale, Crew should sit on the {new)
weather gide of the thwart ready to resct to the full impact of the wind on the new reach.

L elese reaehl Apnin sit eut (Hike) hard so that your body is juet clesr of the waves, sit well btack snd keep your
erew with one leg either gide {fore and aft) of the thwart until about foree 6 winds when it will probsbly be best
tp both sit bohind the thwart. watch for pusts, fgnore the sreay and bear off when pusts hit up to 0 fo 20 degrees
and dontt be afraid to wse 4 hit of ruddar even st 10 kmots bat DON'T rely on alloy rodder fittimes. (I assure you
they cen and do fail as T found te my cost at the '76 MWatiomals)s Howewer, with m strong roider hung on Stainless
Steel Fintles you can really move and keep on movinge. Don't be afraid teo sheet out if the pusts are really strong,
but be very guick on the cheet, 10 degrece of heel 1s teo mich, better fo gep to a maximm of 5 degrees.

Sp now you're back at the loeward mark, ease in wide and come sut clese with sheets back in hard and eitting out
hard 811 the time and back up the heat apmin, and armin, = by now you should be in the lead = mo 1'11 see you out
front st the Nationals st Eastbourne apd if it blows we should really have some fualll

Gopd Zeiling R Keep Aikine,

Stephen Gray HM 123
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GENERAL TUNING
HINTS

BY COURTESY (F MUSTC & HYDE SAILS TIMITED

The cenraboard should be as stiff as
possibie and have as smooth an gerofoil
shape as cans be obtamed [within the
lirmits of the class rules). [t should be a
tight i1 in the box [unless you are using
# "Hocking' board system),and preferably
have 3 'Formica’ type material for cheeks
to aid easy mowvement against the sides
of the box. Your centreboard control
systemn should be easy 1o operate by
crewe or helmsman. Try marking the
visible part of the board to indicae
clearly when the board is at guarter, half
or three guartars down positions.

Since a rudder and Oller hangs at the
extrame alter end of a hull 1t 15 essential
it s as hght a wnit as possible. &lso it
must be hung accurately on the contre
fine of the boat and exactly werticsl
Carelully sliminate all slackness batween
the biade and the stock, the stock and
the titler and the tiller and the externsion.
This will give yvou more positive control
and ensura there 15 no blade “wobble',
A rudder blade should be aerotoiled and
firished with the same care as the centre
board and make sure the stock s so
shaped and positioned that 10 s at all
times cloar of the water, Usa 3 fixed
rudder whersver lack of depth is no
probler, and class rules permit. 1t will
wsilly be lighter and more posilive in
mmovament.

A obvious poml s 1o ensure that the
bugvancy 15 firmly lixed, and egualby
important,  weell  balanced.  There s
nothing more cenbarrassing and soimie-
times dangerows, Lhan to have your boat
turmturtle the moment 1the tip of the
mast hits the waler,

Check that suction bailers are in (he
most efficient position for bailing and
are not in the crows way. A “grd” over
the bailer will provent loose lines being
sucked oul.

Mearly all bosts have 100 bBig & vardage
of loose rope which often is of too
large a diarmerer. Such boats are carrying
not anly extra waight in rope but exira
waobght in water contained in that rope.
Hare is a check list of deal diameters
for tha “average’” racing dinghy.

Cantra mainshest travellor

control ling a4 mm
Mainshest &mm
Jibsheet 2 mm
Kicking Strap {from drum) Imm
Clew Quthaul . 3mm
Cunningham Hole Control 3mm
Spinnaker Halyard 3 mim

Continuous  sheets are an advantaga
particutarly cnganoas, jibsandspinnakers
where they can save vital seconds in
ITAROEUNVET .

The Centreboard

Buoyancy

Bailers

As mentioncd in our Sail Control article
the bend in your mast 15 a prima factor
in controlling the shaps of your main-
sail. It must therefore be worth studying
carefully the pomnts at which the mast is
itsell controlled. Thase are:

(i1 The mast heel and channel

il The partrers {deck level]

{itil  Boaom thrust al gooseneck

{ivl  The spreader beight, length and
angla

vl Hig tension

Since any mowvement or Nacouracies in
the heel of the mast will sericusly effect
spreader contral it is vital that the heel
pleg is Tirmly fixed with the tannon
exactly i line fore and afL.

Tha tennon maust be a “push” fitin the
channel which in turn must be on the
centreling of the boat and socurely
scrowed or bolied dowr,

Rin rension through the foresailfgenoes
halyard has considerzble bearing on
st bend. The tightes the rigging the
stiffar  the mast. Without controlled
rig fension wour carefully  calculated
spreader adiustments cannol be effactive
in helping to control Mast bend,

It i5 only necessary 1o have the mininmum
af fittings, sach of the nght Type, claced
whore they can work 1o the T4 FFILTY
efficiency. Anything extra s BREINSIVE,
hezavny and off-cutting,

Arrong tho miost important s an efficient
mmainshect traveller systerm. Thes should
have  an Brn diameter  continuous
control ling for eage of handling under
loaid and 2 clear accuratsly placed for
guick adiustment.

A sinple spinnaker pole uphaul down-
haul system which can quickly be ad-
justed s necessary. To eliminate stretch
anrd reduce: windage this should be mads
of wire. The hook attachment betwesn
downhaul and spinnaker boom is gaining
favour, as this gives a faster gybe than
most other sysiems,

For fast spinnaker work try a knot with
a rubber tap washer on the shest, This
comes agdinst  the spinnaker  fairlead
when the sal % scl in a close regch
position with the pole just off the
forastay and the auy reld down under a
hook al Lhe shrowed. & small cleat just
aft of thes hook holps the crew gain fast
and accurate pole positiong while still
an the trapere

There ara several forms ot indicators
which help a racing helmsman. Among
the most important are woollen tufts
on the pb which indicate a stall
condition on eithar side of the sl
A Uwindex™ masthead indicator will
halp accurate down wind sailing and the
really basic trick of wool on the shrouds
is still of help o many helmsman.
Calibration strips on Cunningham hole,
rmainsheet traveller, clew out haul, centra-
poard etc., will 5535t in repeating settings

The Mast Heal
and Channel

Di Centre Line
s

Tenon

Rig Tension

Fittings

Indicators and
Calibrations
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1977 LIST OF OPEN MEETINGS

July 9th & 10th West Midland Area G, Miller, Stonehouse,
Championshipe, Shropshire Pickleacott, Church
Sailing Club. . Stretton, Salop.
July 21st & 22nd Medway Repatta. Mrs. B. Evans, 111
Jersey Road, Strood,
Kent.,
July 2hth Redoubt Sailing hluh, West Mr. W, Hills, 7 Castle
Hythe, Kent. Bay, Folkestone, Kent,.
August L4th-7th inc. 1977 National Championships, C. Harvey, 9 Delavall
Sovereign Sailing Club, Eastbourne. Welk, Eastbourne, Sussex.
fugust 2=t Open Meeting at Loch Ard Mr. B. Morris, "Brooklands",
Sailing Club. Firpark, Cambusbarron,
Stirling.
September 11th Hythe & Saltwood Sailing Club. Mp, J. 5. Reynolds,
Mount Pleasant, Pedlinge,
Hythe, Kent.
September 17th I.P.C.Y.C., Iver, Bucks. P. Sowden, 18 Lammae Road,
‘ Burnham, Bucks.
October 8th I.C.I. (Slough) Sailing Club, B. Gray, 58 Seeleys Road,
Taplow, Bucks. Beaconsfield, Bucke.
October 29th Redditch Sailing Club. J. G. Wilson, 157
Finstall Road, Bromsgrove,
Worcs. :

SFECIAL REPORT i JUBILEE MIRACLES CN THE MEDWAY

The Wilsonian Sailing Club at Hoo near Rochester had a five race regatta planned for the
Jubilee weekend but the weather turned it inte a three day endurance test for boats and
crews., Despite the winds all races were sailed, mostly in force 4 but some in 5 with
gusts above that. The prizegiving saw Sam Brookes (Miracle 167) carrying off the handieap
class trophy with three firste, a second and a fourth®, The final result was in the last
race when the trophy was already safely won. Concentration slipped coming up to a gybe
and Sam fell out after relaxing his grasp on the mainsheet. The boat obliged with & smart-
capsize so that a short swim and guick recovery enabled a still respectable finish,

*in a fleet of 20.
SFECIAL REPCRT ey MIRACIE PORTSMOUTH YARDSTICK

Following up our previous reports on the new R.Y.A. recommendation for the Miracle
Portemouth Yardetick of 123 I wonder how it is working out at your c¢Iub? We have had a
few reports in so far mostly confirming our wiew that the correct figure should be about
125 or 126. At Draycote Water Sailing Club they have found that 127 is more appropriate
and I.C.I. Sailing Club are sticking to 125 as being about right. On the other hand
Wilsonian Sailing Club would like to make it around 121 so you can't win them all, If
you are finding 123 a bit tough take this up with your sailing secretsry immediately
and ask for this to be reconsidered and adjusted., Remind him that the R.Y.A. quoted
number is only provisional and it is up to individual clubs to form their own assessment
and to make adjustments accordingly. THIS IS THE ONLY WAY IN WHICH THE R.Y.A. CAN BE
INFLUENCED TO CHANGE THE NUMEER FOR NEXT YEAR.




